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RE:  Arc-Max® quick-start instructions                       16 October 2007 
 
 
1. This write-up assumes that Arc-Max® hardware and software components have 
been properly installed.  If in doubt, refer to the document: 
 
arc-max_microscan_installation_manual_rev_e.pdf          available on our website in the 
Tech Center/Manual Downloads      
 
http://www.gasdetection.com/TECH/arc-max_microscan_installation_manual_rev_e.pdf 
 
Note that Arc-Max® is a specialized report writer that works in conjunction with 
Microscan.  Microscan is a so-called SCADA (Supervisory Control and Data 
Acquisition) software package that is sampling and storing the sensor data. 
 
 
 
 
2. Make sure that the dongle is connected to the computer, as the software can only 
run in the demo mode without it, and no data will be collected. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
3. An icon should appear on your computer desktop 
similar to this….   

 
 
 
 
Double-click on this icon to start both Microscan and Arc-Max®, if the programs are not 
already running.    
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4. Typically, users like to display two windows simultaneously— 
 
The main Arc-Max® screen 
 

 
 
 
and one of the trending screens 
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5. The trending screens are part of the Microscan program, and can be accessed via 
the navigation tree on the left—by clicking on the page name, under “Recorder Home.”  
The “Line” button displays a graph; the “Data” button displays current values for all 
monitoring points.  
 
 
 
 
6. For viewing these two windows simultaneously, a screen resolution of at least 
1024 x 768 is required. 
 
 
 
 
7. Here are a few things to note on the main Arc-Max® screen… 
 
   a)   The active shift is indicated in green 

   b)   Detailed information for a particular sensor (or monitoring point) can be selected 

   c)   You can see the current value, and other parameters 

   d)   The 8-hour average is continuously updated, as are the four highest STELs  

   e)   The shift min and max are also continuously updated 

   f)   Shift reports are available automatically at the end of each shift, or on-demand 

 
 
 
 
8. There are many features connected with the trending screens, but we call your 
attention to these… 
 
   a)   The X and Y axes are user-adjustable 

   b)   The various monitoring points are identified by different colors on the graph, and 
are further described under the page name on the recorder—in the navigation tree 
on the left 

   c)   A “mouse track” feature allows you to get precise X and Y coordinate readouts for 
any position on the graph 

   d)   You can shift to historical trending at any time.  In the history view, a horizontal 
scrolling feature is enabled. 
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9. In the event of an instantaneous alarm, an alarm window will automatically pop 
up 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10. The program maintains an alarm log, as well. 
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11. Most of the important set-up parameters of Arc-Max® are accessible via the 
“Options” menu on the main screen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

12. An extensive help file is available within the Arc-Max® program, and can also be 
found on our website in the Tech Center/Manual Downloads section   
 
http://www.gasdetection.com/TECH/manual.html   
 


